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July 2023

Pre-examination stage of the Lee Neighbourhood Plan






1. General Information

1.1. This Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) has been prepared by the London Borough of
Lewisham (LBL), Royal Borough of Greenwich (RBG) (the Councils).and the Lee Neighbourhood
Forum (the Forum) to assist the Examiner at the Lee Neighbourhood Plan (the Plan) Examination
by informing the Examiner of areas of agreement and disagreement between the Councils and
the Forum.

1.2.The SoCG was prepared at the request of the Lee Neighbourhood Forum through a facilitation
programme with Ann Skippers PPRPTI who was appointed by Locality as part of their Technical
Support programme.

2. Background

2.1. During the Regulation 16 public consultation on the Lee Neighbourhood Plan, the councils both
submitted detailed responses to the consultation providing suggested improvements, amended
wording and an acknowledgment of whether the council supported the policy. Additionally, RBG
clarified the council’s position on whether the policy would meet the basic conditions at the
examination stage. These comments are included in column 1 & 2 of the SoCG table(s) below.

2.2. As a result of the comments submitted by the councils the forum engaged with locality and
requested a facilitation programme to be undertaken with the purpose of drafting a SoCG that
would be submitted to the examiner as part of the examination.

2.3. The SoCG was drafted as a result of both virtual meetings attended by council officers, the
forum chair and associated members of the neighbourhood forum and Ann Skippers who acted
as an independent facilitator, and e-mail correspondence between the councils and the forum.
Additionally, a meeting focusing on the site allocations was held with the forum and an LBL
officer due to the site allocations being situated within Lewisham. Officers from Greenwich did
not partake in this meeting. These meetings took place on:

e Tuesday 4% April
e Wednesday 10%" May
e Thursday 11" May (Site allocations)

2.4.The SoCG as presented in the table(s) below outlines an agreed position between the councils
and the forum on the policies found in the Lee Neighbourhood Plan. Although an agreed
common ground was found between the three parties on the majority of policies, there are still
areas/polices where disagreement could not be resolved. In these instances, it has been agreed
by the councils and the forum to allow the examiner to determine the soundness of the policy.

2.5. The SoCG is split into two tables:

e Table A—SoCG on Lee Neighbourhood Plan planning policies
e Table B—SoCG on Lee Neighbourhood Plan site allocations



Agreement of SoCG

Signed on behalf of LeWisham Council

Name / Title Signature Date
David Syme _
Head of Strategic 20/07/2023
Planning
Signed on behalf of Royal Borough of Greenwich
Name / Title Signature Date
Victoria Geoghegan ;
Asswtgnt D|rec.to.r, { 20/07/2023
Planning & Building :
Control
Signed on behalf of Lee Neighbourhood forum
Name / Title Signature Date
Sarah McMichael
Chair of Lee 20/07/2023

Neighbouhrood Forum
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